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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

PENTRE  MAWR, 

ABERGELE. 


30th  June,  1961. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

ABERGELE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Ault,  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  residents  of 
your  area  in  1960.  It  follows  the  plan  set  out  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  in  Circular  1/61  Wales. 

The  statistics  do  not  call  for  comment — Abergele  grows  slowly 
in  population.  The  number  of  houses  built  exceeds  the  increase  in 
population  during  the  past  8-10  years. 

Perhaps  I might  comment  on  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  which 
was  8.4  per  1,000  births.  This  means  that  only  one  infant  death 
occurred — a child  with  congenital  defect. 

Abergele  has  had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with — water, 
drainage,  housing,  camping,  refuse  disposal.  Slowly  but  steadily 
these  are  being  overcome.  Water  extensions  in  the  Llanddulas 
area  have  minimised  the  risk  of  drought.  Last  year  I noted  the 
very  considerable  advance  in  Kinmel  Bay/Towyn  drainage.  Llan- 
ddulas is  now  being  considered.  The  sewer  outfall  still  needs 
attention. 

Many  houses  are  now  nearing  completion  in  the  Abergele  area. 
Slum  clearance  is  at  last  being  tackled  seriously. 

Camping  is  being  steadily  made  a respectable  and  beneficial 
industry.  The  gross  overcrowding  and  faulty  hygiene  of  former 
years  has  gone  and  a gi'oup  of  industry-proud  camp  owners  are 
building  up  a satisfactory  camping  area.  The  new  Act  has  proved 
a boon. 

Refuse  disposal  still  remains  a problem. 

No  doubt  all  serious-minded  citizens  will  see  much  that  could 
be  done  to  the  betterment  of  Public  Health,  yet  all  must  agree  that 
the  Health  Committee  has  achieved  much  during  the  past  few  years 
and  has  much  improvement  under  way.  Private  effort — smoking, 
keeping  of  dogs,  care  of  food  in  the  home,  etc.,  still  lags.  Con- 
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sequently  1 feel  that  the  next  major  steps  in  the  march  towards 
better  health  rests  with  the  private  citizens.  “ Catching  a germ  ” 
and  “ harbouring  a germ  ” axe  quite  different  things.  There  is  too 
much  of  '*  the  Council  should  do  something  about  it  ” and  too  little 
personal  effort. 

Looking  back  over  the  thirty-five  years  during  which  I have 
had  connection  with  Preventive  Medicine  in  Abergele,  I feel  that  we 
have  come  far  and,  in  recent  years,  progress  has  been  rapid.  For 
this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I congratulate  you  and  your  colleagues  and  I 
thank  you  for  the  support  you  have  given  the  Health  Department. 
I also  thank  my  colleagues  and  especially  Mr.  Frank  Evans,  for 
their  continuous  loyalty  and  support. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  of  Urban  District 7965 

Population — Registrar  General’s  Estimate  (mid.  1960)  ...  7630 

Population — Census  (1951)  7539 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 2812 

Rateable  Value i 120, 158 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £515 

Houses  built  by  Council 27 

Houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise 95 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  64  48  112 

Illegitimate 4 2 6 

Total 68  50  118 


STILL-BIRTH  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS : 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age— - 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

(b)  Under  4 weeks  of  age — 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 

Total 

(c)  Under  1 week  of  age — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Total  DEATHS 


1 1 

1 1 


1 — 1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

61  55  116 


(5) 

RATES : 

Birth  rate  per  l.OOO  population — 

(a)  Crude 

(b)  Corrected 16.94 

Comparability  figure  for  births 1-10 

Illegitimate  Live  Birth  per  cent,  of  total  Live  Births  ...  5.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 8.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 9.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1 ,000  live  births)  8.4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  16.7 

Maternal  Mortality 0.0 

Death  Rate  : 

(a)  Crude 15.2 

(b)  Corrected 12.3 

Comparability  figure 0.81 

The  following  table  shows  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  past  eight 
years  : 

1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960 

Population  ...  7099  7160  7190  7230  7270  7350  7490  7630 

Births  97  104  102  83  89  84  107  118 

Bir^th-rate  ...  15.4  15.5  15.6  12.6  13.3  12.5  14.2  15.4 

Still-births  ...  2 0 1 3 2 3 2 1 

Still  birth  rate  0.28  0 0.14  0.32  0.27  0.4  0.25  0.12 

Infant  Deaths  . 32442121 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate  29  20.6  39  48  22.4  11.9  18.7  8.4 

Deaths 112  104  105  137  128  104  144  116 

Death  rate  ...  11.9  10.8  10.9  15.2  14.2  11.4  15.5  16.9 


These  figures  show  a slow  but  steady  increase  in  population — a 
trend  that  is  confirmed  by  the  provisional  Census  figures  for  1961. 
During  the  eight  years  shown  above  there  was  a deficit  of  deaths 
exceeding  births  amounting  to  156,  yet  the  population  increased  by 
531 . In  short,  at  least  one-tenth  of  the  present  population  has  im- 
migrated during  the  past  8 years.  “ Natives  ” must  be  a minority. 
500  more  houses  are  occupied  now  than  in  1953. 
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The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred 
Years  Male 

were  : 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

1 

— 

1 

1—4 

— 

— 

— 

5—9 

1 

— 

1 

10—14 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

— 

— 

— 

25—34  : ... 

— 

1 

1 

35^4 

2 

2 

4 

45—54  

11 

4 

15 

55—64  

13 

7 

20 

Over  65  

33 

41 

74 

61  55  116 

This  shows  that  there  were  only  3 deaths  affecting 

persons 

under  35  years  of  age.  There 

was  one 

infant  death.  (Rate  8.4.) 

The  causes  of  all  deaths  were  ; 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

Male 

1 

Female 

1 

Total 

2 

Cancer — 

(a)  Stomach 

3 

2 

5 

(b)  Lung 

2 

0 

2 

(c)  Breast  

0 

3 

3 

(d)  Uterus 

0 

1 

1 

(e)  Other 

8 

9 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

8 

10 

18 

Coronary  Disease 

14 

6 

20 

Hypertension,  etc 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

4 

11 

15 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  . 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis ...  . 

7 

2 

9 

Gastric  Ulcer 

2 

0 

2 

Kidney  Disease 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  . 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Motor  Accidents 

0 

2 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

61 

55 

116 

These  do  not  show  any  very  signficant  variation  from  normal. 
Cancer  was  the  chief  cause  of  death  with  Coronary  and  other  Heart 
Disease  next  and  Cerebral  Vascular  Disease  third.  We  have  not 
yet  any  means  of  preventing  these  conditions. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

A.  Laboratory  Provisions 

] . BACTERIALOGICAL  : 

Once  again,  I have  pleasure  in  noting  the  willing  and  prompt 
help  given  me  by  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff,  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Conway. 

The  following  were  subject  to  report  but  suggestions  in  other 
activities  were  given  me  in  several  subjects — especially  in  food 


poisoning  threats  : 

Water 67 

Milk  17 

Ice  Cream 24 

Other 1 


109 


There  were  112  samples  sent  in  1959. 

Family  doctors  may  submit  throat  swabs,  urine,  faeces,  etc., 
from  patients.  Specimens  from  Abergele  patients  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  are  sent  by  me — but  coming  from  Colwyn  Bay,  they  are 
recorded  with  Colwyn  Bay  specimens. 

2.  PROPHYLACTIC  AND  THERAPEUTIC  AGENTS  : 

Smallpo.x  vaccine,  l5miph,  gamma  globulin  and  prophylactic 
T.A.F.  and  F.T.  (anti-diphtheria)  are  stocked  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway. 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine,  for  pro- 
phylactic use  only,  are  held  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  126 
Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Royal  3636).  Anthrax  vaccine 
for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  Fazakerley  Hospital,  Liverpool  (Tel. 
Aintree  2324).  (24-hour  service.) 

Snake  anti-venom  and  Botulinus  anti-serum  are  held  at  the 
C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor  (Tel.  Bangor  3321).  (24-hour  service.) 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional  Blood 
Transfusion  Centre,  Hatton  Gardens,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Central 
8433),  and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccines  must 
be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  only  at  the  Dispensary, 
Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southampton 
(Tel.  Southampton  26211.)  (24-hour  service.) 


(8) 

3.  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BIOCHEMICAL. 

Doctors  may  send  specimens  of  material  for  investigation  by 
the  Pathologist  and  Biochemist  at  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital, 
Rhyl. 

4.  WATER  : 

(a)  Bacterial  : 

Specimens  taken  with  aseptic  precautions  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  are  examined  for  pathogenic  organisms  or  other  danger- 
ous contaminants  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  This  test  is 
desired  to  show  the  condition  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  drawing. 
It  is  part  of  “ short-term  ” supervision — as  compared  with  Chemi- 
cal Examination  which  is  “ long  term.”  The  test  reveals  local  con- 
tamination— e.gi,  following  bursts,  leaking  pipes  or  valves,  etc.  It 
is  local  in  so  far  as  it  may  give  a bad  reading  in  one  house  or  street 
or  district  and  a good  reading  elsewhere. 

(b)  Chemical  : 

This  test  is  a general  test.  It  shows  the  presence  of  contamina- 
tion at  tthe  gathering  ground — e.g.,  presence  of  metals,  salts,  de- 
cayed matter,  etc.  Tests  have  all  been  satisfactory.  They  were 
made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  the  Assay  Office,  Chester. 

(c)  Chlorine  Test  : 

All  water  coming  into  the  district  is  chlorine  treated.  Chlorine 
is  added  near  the  gathering  ground  according  to  need.  This  chlor- 
ine (if  the  calculations  are  correct)  should  have  disappeared  before 
the  water  reaches  house  taps.  There  is  a test  applied  by  the  Water 
Engineer  which  shows  whether  or  not  this  is  so. 

5.  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 

(a)  Milk  is  tested  for  bacteriological  purity  and  keeping 
quality  at  its  source,  by  the  County  Public  Health  Officer  and  at 
the  point  of  delivery  by  the  Abergele  Public  Health  Officer.  I 
regard  the  latter  as  the  only  worthwhile  part  of  this  control.  It  is 
more  important  to  know  if  milk  is  good  when  delivered  to  a cus- 
tomer than  to  a pasteurising  plant.  17  samples  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Evans  in  1960. 

These  are  tested  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

Other  foods  are  tested  for  me,  at  my  request  at  the  same 
Laboratory,  when  I suspect  contamination. 

(b)  Adulteration  : 

The  County  ” Food  and  Drugs  ” Inspector  has  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  food  is  what  it  purports  to  be  and  is  chemically  pure. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  Denbigh  C.C. 
under  the  Foods  & Drugs  Act,  has  given  me  the  following  report  : 
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Particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1960,  in  Abergele  Urban  District  ; 


Not  Genuine,  or 

Article  No.  taken  Genuine  Sub-Standard 


Milk  23  22  1 

Butter 1 1 — 

Fish  Paste 1 1 — 

Potted  Shrimp>s 1 1 — 

Sausages 2 2 — 

Ice  Cream 2 2 — 

Brandy 1 1 — 


Totals 31  30  1 


Of  the  31  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the  year  an  adverse 
repxjrt  was  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  in  respect  of  only  one 
of  them.  This  was  a sample  of  bottled  milk  which  was  very  slightly 
deficient  in  fat.  The  producer-retailer  was  visited  and  cautioned. 

(Signed)THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 

17  Vicarage  Hill, 

Wrexham. 

1/6/61. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  County  Council  provides  transport  for  invalids  unable,  for 
medical  reasons,  to  travel  to  or  from  hospitals.  This  transport  is 
only  provided  at  the  request  of  a doctor,  except  in  the  case  of  acci- 
dents when  a “ 999  ” call  receives  priority  attention. 

The  service  is  administered  from  my  office  in  Colwyn  Bay 
(Tel.  3388)  and  this  telephone  is  manned  for  24  hours  every  day. 

At  my  disposal  I have  8 ambulances — one  of  which  is  stationed 
at  Abergele.  This  ambulance  is  staffed  by  the  members  of  the 
Abergele  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  from  7 p.m.  till  7 a.m.  every 
night  and  from  mid-day  on  a Saturday  until  7 a.m.  on  Monday. 
The  Corps  is  also  responsible  for  the  service  on  Bank  Holidays. 
This  Corps  is  a band  of  devoted  men  who  not  only  give  service 
freely  but  in  a most  humane  manner.  The  people  of  Abergele  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  them  and  to  be  grateful  to  them. 

The  Ambulance  is  driven  by  a paid  driver  during  the  week-days 
(7  a.m.  to  7 p.m.).  He  is  assisted  by  members  of  the  Corps  when 
he  needs  bearers. 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

There  are  two  nurses  resident  in  the  area  who  nurse  patients 
in  their  homes  when  requested  to  do  so  by  family  doctors.  It  should 
be  noted  that  these  women  are  Nurses — not  family  attendants  or 
cleaners. 

Home  Helps  are  provided  to  help  with  household  duties  during 
the  temporary  incapacity  of  a housewife. 

CLINICS  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  held  as 
follows  : 

1.  Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele  : THURSDAY,  at  2 p.m.,  each 
week. 

Beulah  Schoolroom,  Llanddulas  ; FIRST  MONDAY  each 
month  at  2 p.m. 

Merchandise  Hall,  Kinmel  Bay  : FIRST  WEDNESDAY 
in  each  month,  at  2 p.m. 

2.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road  : Alternate 
THURSDAYS,  at  11  a.m. 

3.  Ophthalmic  ; 

As  required.  Appointments  are  made  for  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  attend  at  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn 

Bay. 

4.  Dental  : 

by  appointment  at  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele. 

5.  Tuberculosis  : 

Rhyl  (ordinary  clinic)  : Fridays,  9 a.m.  until  noon,  at  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital. 

Rhyl  (refill  clinic)  : Fridays,  at  2 p.m.,  at  the  Royal 
Alexandra  Hospital. 

Colwyn  Bay  at  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Hesketh 
Road  : 1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  at  2 p.m. 

DAY  NURSERIES  ; 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  area. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

There  is  now  no  difficulty  in  securing  the  hospitalisation  and 
isolation  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The  following 
table  shows  the  incidence  and  age  distribution  of  cases  notified  to 
me  during  the  year  : 
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Age  Periods 


New 

Pulmonary 

M F 


Caces 

Non-Pulmonary 

M F 


Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M F M F 


()—  1 


1—  4 
o—  9 
10—14 
15—19 
20—24 
25—34 
85^4 
45—54 
55—64 


1 


1 

1 


65  and  over  . . . 
Total  ... 


8 


2 

1 


8 — — 


1 


* According  to  the  Registrar’s  figures  there  was  1 female  death 
and  1 male  death  but  I have  no  trace  of  the  female  death. 


The  Tuberculosis  Register  shows  that  there  were  two  less  cases 
in  the  district  in  December,  1960,  than  in  January,  1960  ; 


On  Register  1/1/60 


Pulmonary — 

Males  36 

Female  19 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male 6 

Female 1 


On  Register  31/12/60 


Pulmonary — 

Male 36 

Female 18 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male  ...  5 

Female  1 


Total 62 


Total 60 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 


The  following  table  shows  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to 
me  in  1960  : 


Cases  Notified 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  over. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

2 







1 

■ 

1 



Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 









— 

Pneumonia 

8 



3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  ...  

7 



1 

1 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

6 



__ 

2 

3 

1 

Dysentery  

1 



1 

__ 

- 

Whooping  Cough  

15 

1 

10 

4 

Measles 

200 

10 

92 

97 



1 



- 

Total 

240 

12 

107 

102 

5 

5 

7 

2 
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This  shows  200  cases  of  measles  as  compared  with  61  last  year 
and  15  cases  of  whooping  cough  as  against  2 in  1959. 

IMMUNISATION  ; 

73  persons  received  primary  vaccination  against  Smallpox  and 
17  were  re- vaccinated  (chiefly  on  going  overseas). 

86  children  received  the  full  course  (3  injections  of  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus). 

1,672  received  “ booster  ” doses  of  Diphtheria  Prophylactic. 

131  persons  had  the  full  course  of  protection  against  Polio- 
myelitis and  588  had  “ booster  ” doses. 

106  children  in  the  Secondary  Schools  had  protection  against 
Tuberculosis  (B.C.G.). 

WATER  : 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Round,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  Water  Undertaking,  for 
the  following  statement  ; 

“ The  Rhyl  Water  Undertaking’s  direct  source  of  supply  is  a 
gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  This  gathering 
ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  rainfall  of  30.27 
inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoirs— Plas 
Uchaf  (storage  capacity  50  million  gallons)  and  Dolwen  (48  million 
gallons).  This  source  is  supplemented,  except  during  very  wet 
periods,  by  pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas  Uchaf 
Reservoir.  In  dry  weather  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River  Aled  is 
maintained  by  releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding  reservoirs 
— Llyn  Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270  million  gal- 
lons), situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near  Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per  million 
as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir,  and  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter 
Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using  sulphate  of 
alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  pH  correction. 
0.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtration  for  final 
sterilization  of  the  water. 

The  annual  rainfall  for  1960  on  the  Llannefydd  gathering 
ground  was  42.23,  an  exceptionally  high  figure  (average  annual 
rainfal  30.27  inches).  During  the  period  March  to  July  rainfall 
was  substantially  below  average  but  from  August  to  December  very 
heavy  rainfall  was  experienced. 
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Consumption  of  water  in  Abergele  “ estimated  ” during  1960 


Total  monthly  Average  daily  consumption 

consumption  during  month 


January  

10,464,000 

338,000 

gallons 

February 

10,057,000 

347,000 

f t 

March 

10,584,000 

341,000 

f I 

April  

11,056,000 

369,000 

f p 

May  

12,412,000 

400,000 

1 1 

June  

14,621,000 

487,000 

f > 

.July  

15,852,000 

511,000 

i t 

August  

16,381,000 

528,000 

1 1 

September  

12,941,000 

431,000 

1 t 

October  

11,338,000 

366,000 

1 1 

November  

10,640,000 

355,000 

1 f 

December 

11,093,000 

358,000 

1 1 

147,439,000 


Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway  98 


Number  returned  as  Class  1 (Satisfactory)  98 

Chemical  results  in  parts  per  million 

App>earance  : Very  faint  opalescence  with  slight  deposit.  Micro- 
scopical examination  : Mineral  matter  and  traces  of  organic 

debris. 

Turbidity Less  than  3 

Odour Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 2 

Total  Solids 125 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 35 

Hardness Total  : 50  ; Carbonate  : 35  ; Non-Carbonate  ; 15 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 1.6 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.043 

Metals — 

Iron 0.10 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  eind  Manganese Absent 

Colour 19 

pH  7.5 

Electric  Conductivity 180 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 12 

Nitrite  Nitrogen Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed ...  1.4 

Residual  Chlorine Absent 
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This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  soft  in  character  and  it  contains 
no  excess  of  mineral  constituents.  It  shows  only  a trace  of  colour 
and  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  in- 
dicative of  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

A new  12-ins.  pumping  main  from  the  Aled  Pumping  Station 
was  laid  during  1960.  This  increased  the  output  of  the  station  from 
1.75  to  about  2.5  million  gallons  per  day.  A new  electrically  driven 
pump  to  be  installed  in  June,  1961,  will  further  increase  the  maxi- 
mum output  to  3.8  million  gallons  per  day,  and  will,  at  the  same 
time,  reduce  pumping  costs." 

(Signed)  J.  ROUND, 

Engineer  and  Manager. 


Llanddulas. 

The  following  statement  was  supplied  me  by  Mr.  Gethin, 
A.M.I.Mun.E.,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  : 

" As  usual  the  Llanddulas  Water  Supply  caused  considerable 
inconvenience  to  consumers  and  in  spite  of  help  from  our  neighbour 
the  reservoir  ran  dry  early  in  August.  Arrangements  were  made 
with  the  Water  Engineer  of  the  Rhyl  Council  to  lay  a temporary 
main  from  Sea  Road,  Abergele,  to  Beulah  Avenue,  Llanddulas,  in 
an  endeavour  to  give  the  village  of  Llanddulas  water  and  the  pipe- 
line laid  above  ground  was  completed  and  commissioned  on  the 
8th  of  August.  Pressure  troubles  restricted  the  use  of  this  main  to 
the  day-time  but  its  availability  enabled  a large  proportion  of  the 
consumers  to  get  water  through  the  tap.  It  was  necessary  to  dis- 
tribute water  by  bucket  to  certain  properties — a most  unpleasant 
task.  The  shortage  continued  until  9th  September  when  once  again 
water  from  Glyn  Lws  was  available  and  fit  to  drink. 

During  the  winter  months  agreement  was  reached  with  the 
Rhyl  Council  for  putting  the  temporary  main  imderground  and, 
after  clearance  of  legal  difficulties,  main  laying  was  completed  in 
early  July." 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1960 

TABLE  I 
General  Statistics 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 61 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 243 

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 122 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 33 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated,  but  work  in  hand 28 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  30 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  Nil 

No.  of  Visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camp  Sites 168 

No.  of  inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 28 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouse 360 

No.  of  Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold  ...  36 

No.  of  Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops 30 

No.  of  Samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream 24 

No.  of  Visits  re  Milk  Control 32 

No.  of  Samples  taken  of  Milk  Supply 19 

No.  of  Visits  re  Water  Supply 99 

No.  of  Water  Samples  taken 70 

No.  of  Visits  re  Rodent  Control 8 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 6 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits 95 

No.  of  Interviews 291 

No.  of  Visits  re  Refuse  and  Salvage 127 

No.  of  Visits  re  Shop>s  Act 18 

TABLE  II 
Sanitary  Defects 

No.  of  defective  or  choked  drains 17 

No.  of  defective  W.C.  accommodation  and  Sanitary  Fittings  3 

No.  of  defects  in  water  supply  fittings Nil 

No.  of  defective  pails  or  absence  of  pails 10 

No.  of  dilapidated  refuse  bins  or  absence  of  refuse  bins 11 

No.  of  defective  roofs  or  chimney  stacks 3 

No.  of  defective  rainwater  fittings 2 

No.  of  damp  conditions  of  houses 5 

No.  of  miscellaneous  nuisances 25 
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TABLE  III 


Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  49 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 3 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  44 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  Dwelling  House  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  Informal  Action 26 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served Nil 

4.  Demolition  as  a result  of  informal  action  : 

Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  demolished  by  the 

Owners Nil 

5.  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  as  a result  of  formal 

action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  action 

under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

7.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  iiiformal  action  ...  3 

8.  Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  a result  of  formal  action 

under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

9.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  the  Rent 

Act,  1957  (Form  J)  Nil 

lU.  Number  of  improvement  grants  made  under  the  House 

Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  29 


HOUSING 


The  protracted  and  frustrating  delay  experienced  in  the  erection 
of  new  Council  houses  had  the  inevitable  effect  of  postponing  the 
Slum  Clearance  Schemes  to  which  the  Council  had  committed  them- 
selves in  the  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  under  the  Housing 
Act,  19r)4.  We  were  advised  also  that  before  representing  new 
areas  for  clearance,  all  houses  included  in  Clearance  areas,  the 
Orders  for  which  were  confirmed  in  1936,  but  which  in  fact  were 
still  in  occupation,  should  be  dealt  with  as  a matter  of  urgency. 
Although  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  five  such  houses  in  three 
separate  areas  remained,  it  was  late  in  the  year  before  the  occupants 
could  be  re-housed. 

Finally,  in  August,  196U,  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Sub- 
Committee  met  to  consider  which  areas  should  first  be  represented 
and  the  recommendations  of  that  Sub-Committee  were  confirmed  in 
September.  It  was  decided  that  Tyddyn  Isa  Cottages,  Towyn,  and 
a block  of  cottages  in  High  Street,  Abergele,  should  be  the  subjects 
of  the  first  areas.  Although  the  Sub-Committee  agreed  that  a block 
of  cottages  in  Chapel  Street,  Pensarn  was  unfit,  the  members  wished 
to  leave  this  area  to  a later  stage  in  the  Council’s  programme.  It 
was  resolved  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  Peel  Street  area,  includ- 
ing Kinmel  Cottages  by  way  of  compulsory  purchase  in  order  that 
a satisfactory  scheme  of  building  and  re-development  of  the  whole 
area  could  be  achieved. 

It  affords  some  measure  of  satisfaction  to  report  that  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  report  the  Minister’s  confirmation,  without  modi- 
fication, has  been  received  to  the  High  Street  Clearance  Order.  The 
necessary  procedures  to  be  followed  in  carrying  out  slum  clearance 
require  a great  deal  of  careful  and  detailed  attention  and  it  is  a 
most  time-consuming  task. 

In  three  cases  individually  unfit  houses  were  closed  as  a result 
of  informal  action.  Repairs  to  rented  houses  were  also  secured  by 
informal  action. 

The  Council  has  assisted  in  the  modernisation  of  the  older  but 
structurally  sound  houses  by  making  improvements  grants  under 
the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  and 
the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act.  In  all  twenty-nine  grants 
were  made  in  the  total  sum  of  k7,H00.  Two  of  these  grants  were 
“ standard  ” grants  paid  for  the  provision  of  specific  amenities,  the 
remaining  twenty-seven  grants  being  “discretionary”  grants.  These 
included  six  grants  in  respect  of  the  conversion  of  large  houses  into 
self-contained  fiats  and  twenty-one  grants  for  improvements  to  single 
private  dwellings.  The  resulting  accommodation  produces  a higher 
rating  assessment  and  consequently  a higher  rate  yield. 
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While  this  type  of  work  gives  a great  amount  of  satisfaction  it 
must  be  remembered  that  it  cannot  be  enforced  on  the  owner. 
Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Minister  to  introduce  legis- 
lation empowering  local  authorities  to  enforce  the  improvement  of 
houses  so  as  to  satisfy  modern  standards  of  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence. Because  of  the  absence  of  enforcement  powers  some  tenants 
who  would  be  willing  to  pay  the  increased  rents  which  are  author- 
ised, are  prejudiced  because  the  owners  will  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  grants.  The  amount  of  rent  which  can  be  charged  when  an 
improvement  grant  is  made  is  subject  to  control  under  the  Rent 
Act,  1957,  together  with  a percentage  of  the  portion  of  the  cost  of 
improvements  falling  on  the  owner.  This  is  one  of  the  conditions 
attaching  to  the  making  of  a grant  and  this  and  all  other  conditions 
are  clearly  printed  on  the  official  form  of  approval  w'hich  is  sent  to 
the  applicant. 

A certain  amount  of  concern  is  felt  regarding  the  unauthorised 
conversion  of  some  large  houses  into  either  flats  for  permanent  resi- 
dential use  or  “ holiday  flatlets.”  The  multiple  occupation  of 
some  of  the  larger  houses  also  causes  concern  and  it  is  hoped  that 
new  legislation  will  give  greater  powers  to  deal  with  this  problem. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

The  trend  of  “self-service”  and  “self-catering”  is  undoubtedly 
on  the  increase  and  this  trend  is  very  noticeable  in  the  holiday 
industry.  Boarding  houses  and  hotels  are  being  converted  into 
‘ ‘ holiday  flatlets  ’ ’ and  residential  holiday  camps  are  changing  over 
from  the  set-up  of  sleeping  chalets  and  communal  dining  rooms  to 
self-catering  chalets  and  shops  and  cafes.  Another  change  is  also 
apparent  on  many  of  our  caravan  sites,  this  being  the  introduction 
of  chalets  to  replace  the  caravans.  These  chalets  are  mainly  of 
three  types — cedar  wood  buildings  which  are  conveyed  to  the  site 
complete  and  ready  for  occupation  ; sectional  and  pre-fabiicated 
“ stone-craft  ” chalets  which  are  assembled  section  by  section  on 
the  site,  and  chalets  constructed  of  traditional  building  materials, 
brick,  concrete  blocks  and  asbestos  sheet  or  mineralised  felt  roofs. 
This  third  type  of  chalet  is  usually  constructed  in  pairs,  blocks  or 
terraces. 

The  cedar  wood  chalets  are  legally  “ caravans  ” as  defied  in 
the  new  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960.  The 
second  and  third  types  of  chalet  are  subject  to  control  under  build- 
ing bye-laws.  It  is  found  to  be  very  difficult  to  adequately  apply 
building  bye-laws  to  these  types  of  chalets.  New  problems  are 
created  by  the  introduction  of  these  chalets  and  building  bye-laws 
do  not  appear  to  be  the  complete  answ'er  in  the  matter  of  control. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  a new  set  or  code  of  regulations  or  bye-laws 
dealing  with  the  whole  set-up  of  holiday  accommodation,  other  than 
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caravans  and  tents,  is  required.  The  holiday  caravan  which  is  neg- 
lected and  which  becomes  undesirable  on  a site  is  much  more  easily 
dealt  with  than  a neglected  or  poorly  maintained  chalet,  particularly 
if  such  chalet  is  not  owned  by  the  person  owning  the  site. 

The  most  important  event  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
holiday  camping  was,  of  course,  the  introduction  of  the  new  Act — 
The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 — which 
was  enacted  on  the  29th  July,  1960,  and  came  into  operation  on  the 
29th  August,  1960.  It  contains  fifty  sections  and  four  schedules. 
Statutory  Instrument  No.  1474,  1960,  which  prescribes  the  form  of 
application,  and  the  Minister’s  Model  Standards,  made  under  Sec- 
tion 5 of  the  Act  must  be  used  together  with  the  Act  to  secure 
effective  administration. 

When  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Bill  was 
introduced  many  discussions  by  various  Associations  and  interested 
bodies  were  inspired.  In  June,  1960,  I gave  a talk  on  the  Bill  to 
a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Associa- 
tion in  the  North  Wales  and  Cheshire  area  and  thirty-four  Members 
from  seven  counties  were  present.  Following  the  introduction  of 
the  Act,  I was  invited  to  address  a meeting  of  the  North  Wales 
Urban  District  Councils’  Association  on  its  provisions  and  also  on 
the  subject  of  camping  in  tents,  and  a well-attended  meeting  was 
held  in  November  in  the  Abergele  Council  Chamber.  It  is  of  inter- 
est to  note  that  in  June,  1948,  when  I gave  a talk  on  moveable 
dwellings,  I made  a number  of  suggestions  for  amending  our  old 
friend  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  substance 
of  three  of  my  suggestions  have  now  been  included  in  the  new  Act. 

Section  16  of  the  Act  required  some  immediate  action  on  the 
part  of  local  authorities  as  it  became  an  offence,  before  a new  site 
licence  was  issued,  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans  on  a site. 
This  called  for  a count  of  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  twenty- 
three  sites  in  our  urban  area  where  no  licence  condition  restricted 
the  number  of  caravans.  A total  of  three  thousand,  six  hundred 
and  eighty-five  caravans  were  counted.  On  the  thirty-nine  other 
sites  in  respect  of  which  the  licences  included  a condition  limiting  the 
number  of  caravans,  the  licence  figures  totalled  three  thousand,  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight.  Thus  a grand  total  of  seven  thousand 
and  eighty-three  caravans  were  legally  sited  in  our  area  on  the  date 
when  the  new  Act  came  into  force. 

The  first  duty  falling  upon  the  occupiers  of  ‘‘  existing  ” cara- 
van sites  was  to  make  application  before  29th  October,  1960,  for  a 
site  licence.  In  the  majority  of  cases  this  service  was  performed  on 
their  behalf  by  the  Advisors  to  the  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire 
Camp  Owners  Association,  and  a total  of  sixty-eight  applications 
were  received. 
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The  Act  required  very  full  co-operation  with  the  Planning 
Authority  in  its  administration  and,  accordingly,  I forwarded  these 
applications  together  with  a schedule  giving  brief  histories  of  each 
site  to  the  County  Planning  Officer.  In  due  course  these  applica- 
tions were  returned  together  with  a total  of  ninety-three  sets  of 
obseravtions  of  the  “ planning  status  ” of  the  sites  concerned.  These 
observations  related  to  sites  with  “ existing  use  ” rights,  limited 
and  unlimited  as  to  the  numbers  of  caravans,  sites  with  specific 
planning  permission,  in  various  terms,  and  sites  with  no  authorised 
planning  use. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  are  forty-nine  of  these 
applications  where  the  full  statutory  procedure  as  required  by  the 
Caravans  Sites  (Licence  Applications)  Order,  1960  (Statutory  In- 
strument No.  1474),  has  not  yet  been  completed  and  time  alone  will 
reveal  whether  or  not  the  legislative  drafting  of  Sections  1 and  14 
of  the  Act  will  cause  administrative  embarrassment. 

A copy  of  the  Model  Standards  was  received  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  Act  on  the  23rd  August  and  extra  copies  were  ordered 
on  the  31st  August.  The  amount  of  interest  aroused  by  this  pub- 
lication is  revealed  by  the  fact  that  by  that  date  the  Standards  were 
out  of  print  and  in  fact  could  not  be  obtained  until  10th  November, 
I960.  The  Council  then  gave  consideration  to  these  standards  and 
after  a number  of  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Abergele  Sec- 
tion of  the  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire  Camp  Owners  Association 
a set  of  standards,  to  be  applied  to  all  our  holiday  caravan  sites, 
was  finally  approved  and  copies  were  sent  out  to  all  camp  site  pro- 
prietors in  the  urban  area.  A circular  letter  was  sent  informing  the 
proprietors  that  these  standards  would  be  attached  to,  and  would 
form  part  of,  the  licence  to  be  issued  under  Section  3 of  the  Act. 
The  Council  has  carefully  considered  all  the  circumstances  with 
regard  to  the  time  required  for  compliance  with  licence  conditions 
and  the  site  proprietors  were  informed  that  the  1961  holiday  season 
should  be  used  as  one  of  preparation  so  that  the  conditions  could  be 
met  for  the  1062  holiday  season. 

Members  of  the  Council  are  aware  that  it  has  been  the  Council’s 
policy  for  a number  of  years  to  restrict  the  density  of  caravans  to 
twenty  per  acre  and  this  has  resulted  in  a good  standard  of  holiday 
caravan  use.  The  Minister’s  model  standard  for  holiday  sites 
recommends  a gross  density  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  acre  and 
it  has  been  considered  advisable  to  adopt  this  higher  maximum 
density.  There  are,  of  course,  a number  of  sites  in  our  area,  estab- 
lished prior  to  1936,  where  the  Section  269  site  licence  did  not  res- 
trict the  number  of  caravans,  and  in  some  of  these  cases  densities 
up  to  fifty  |>er  acre  exist.  When  site  licences  under  the  new  Act 
are  issued  the  caravan  densities  in  all  cases  will  be  restricted.  This 
will  involve,  in  a few  cases,  a considerable  reduction  in  the  numbers 
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of  caravans  while  in  a much  larger  number  of  cases  an  increased 
number  of  caravans  will  be  permitted.  An  approach  was  made  to 
the  Council  with  regard  to  live  sites  where  high  densities  exist  to 
spread  the  required  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  caravans  over  a 
period  of  five  years.  The  Council  was  advised  that  it  had  no  |X)wer 
to  agree  formally  to  a “ progressive  reduction  ” in  connection  with 
holiday  caravan  sites.  Also  it  was  known  that  in  a number  of  other 
cases  the  site  proprietors  were  already  taking  action  in  the  matter. 
The  Council  therefore  decided  that  it  could  not  agree  to  this  request. 
In  discussing  this  matter  with  the  Agents  the  unfortunate  phrasing 
of  paragraph  14  of  Circular  42/60  when  compared  with  the  wording 
of  Section  19  of  the  Act  was  noted. 

The  full  implementation  of  the  new  Act  will  require  a very 
sustained  and  prolonged  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Council  and  the  co-operation  of  the  caravan  site  operators. 

With  regard  to  unauthorised  sites  which  have  been  established 
without  permission,  the  ready  co-operation  of  the  Officers  of  the 
County  Planning  Authority  has  always  been  available. 

One  application  for  a caravan  site  licence  under  Section  269  of 
the  1936  Act  was  refused  and  an  appeal  against  this  refusal  was 
due  to  be  heard  in  the  local  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  on  the 
15th  September.  Because  of  the  new  Act  this  appeal  was  not  heard 
and  this  case  is  still  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Council’s  legal 
advisors  and  the  County  Planning  Authority.  A second  site  licence 
application  was  refused  and  a further  application  with  regard  to 
the  same  site  was  withdrawn.  The  site  in  question  is  now  the  subject 
of  an  appeal  against  a refusal  given  by  the  Planning  Authority,  and 
no  doubt  an  inquiry  will  be  held. 

The  definition  of  a “ caravan  ” is  found  in  Section  29  of  the 
Act  and  the  specific  exclusion  of  a tent  should  be  noted.  The  Act 
does  not  in  fact  repeal  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
in  so  far  as  that  section  relates  to  tents.  Tents  are  therefore  still 
controlled — or  uncontrolled — by  the  1936  Act.  This  is  perhaps  not 
a very  serious  matter  in  the  majority  of  areas,  but  the  lack  of 
adequate  control  over  camping  in  tents  in  our  area  has  been  the  cause 
of  most  unsatisfactory  and  unhappy  circumstances  for  periods  of 
several  weeks  over  the  last  few  years.  Camping  in  tents  by  organised 
parties  of  Boy  Scouts,  Church  Lads’  Brigades  and  the  like,  whose 
camps  are  invariably  well  conducted,  is  an  annual  event  in  our  area 
to  which  we  look  forward  with  pleasure. 

A careful  examination  of  the  legal  powers  of  control  over 
camping  in  tents  has  been  made.  Section  268  of  the  1936  Act 
appears  to  be  applicable  to  individual  tents  rather  than  sites  used 
for  camping  in  tents.  The  stay  of  individual  tents  used  for  holiday 
purposes  is  so  short  that  it  is  quite  impracticable  to  take  legal  action. 
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The  “ Model  ” bye-laws  are  early  Victorian  in  their  language  and 
are  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  our  annual  tenting  problem.  The 
" freedom  period  ” of  forty-two  consecutive  days  or  a total  of  sixty 
days  in  twelve  consecutive  months  is  sufficiently  long  to  permit  all 
the  tenting  desired  without  any  licence  control  under  Section  269  of 
the  1936  Act.  The  nuisance  sections  of  the  1936  Act  have  been 
considered  but  the  lengthy  process  of  serving  notice,  giving  time  for 
compliance,  and  taking  proceedings  in  the  Court  renders  inapplic- 
able such  sections.  Enforcement  procedure  under  planning  legislation 
is  in  Denbighshire  a very  protracted  process  and  quite  inappropriate 
to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  camping  in  tents. 

Two  sites  used  in  1960  by  persons  camping  in  tents  were  the 
cause  of  most  concern.  One  of  these  sites  has  been  used  annually 
for  several  years.  It  is  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  a main 
railway  track,  carrying  four  lines  of  traffic,  to  all  the  facilities  which 
have  to  be  used  by  the  campers — water  supply,  sanitary  conveni- 
ences, car  parking  and  camp  shop.  A fatal  accident  occurred  in 
1959,  a boy  being  killed  by  a train  while  crossing  the  track  on  his 
return  from  the  camp  shop  to  the  tent  his  parents  were  occupying. 
This  site  was  again  used  during  1960.  The  second  site,  which  was 
the  cause  of  a serious  local  outcry  was  a ten  acre  site  which  had 
recently  been  sold  by  the  Council  for  building  purposes.  It  was 
used  for  a four-week  period  and  an  approximate  count  showed  the 
presence  on  one  day  of  about  four  hundred  tents.  The  only 
accommodation  for  refuse  was  a number  of  tea  chests.  Trench 
closets  of  very  rough  and  crude  construction  were  sited  adjoining 
the  main  railway  line.  A water  supply  pipe  had  been  laid  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  and  this  was  soon  damaged  so  that  one  part 
of  the  site  was  not  served.  The  ground  surrounding  the  water 
stand  pipes  soon  became  a quagmire  and  many  accumulations  of 
refuse  and  debris  littered  the  site. 

The  new  Act  gives  the  power  to  exclude  tents  from  a caravan 
site,  but  no  control  over  a tent  sited  anywhere  else.  The  situation 
could  well  arise  with  adjoining  fields — one  used  for  caravans,  well 
laid  out  and  well  conducted  being  controlled  by  a licence  under  the 
1960  Act — the  adjoining  field  crowded  with  tents  at  the  peak  of  the 
holiday  period  where  the  conditions  obtaining  were  entirely  unsatis- 
factory and  even  offensive  to  ordinary  standards  of  decent  behavi- 
our. Such  conditions  have  in  fact  exisited  during  1960  in  our  district 
and  there  are  no  adequate  legal  powers  to  prevent  it  recurring  in 
1961. 

The  foregoing  remarks  on  caravans  and  the  new  Act,  and  on 
tents  and  the  old  Acts  will  I hope  focus  attention  on  the  size  of  these 
problems  which  confront  us  and  which  of  necessity  take  up  much 
of  our  time. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  introduction  of  sewerage  facilities  in  the  coastal  part  of 
Kinmel  Bay  is  resulting  in  considerable  residential  development.  In 
course  of  time  this  development  will  bring  in  an  increased  rate 
income  which  in  turn  should  ease  the  very  heavy  rate  burden 
imposed  by  the  scheme. 

The  delay  in  the  implementation  of  the  scheme  for  new  storage 
tanks  at  Pensam  is  of  necessity  delaying  the  extension  of  the  sewer 
eastwards  from  the  Belgrano  Estate.  This  unfortunate  delay  is 
impeding  the  modernisation  of  sewage  disposal  facilities  at  a number 
of  large  camping  sites.  Other  new  caravan  and  chalet  sites  are 
being  developed  in  this  area  and  it  is  quite  impracticable  to  achieve 
the  standards  that  all  concerned  desire  unless  main  sewerage  facili- 
ties are  available.  These  facilities  could  be  provided  at  a very  small 
cost  in  comparison  with  the  cost  of  thte  scheme  now  operating  in 
Kinmel  Bay  and  Towyn.  However,  it  is  now  a matter  of  time  only 
before  this  sewer  extension  is  carried  out. 

There  will  still  be  a small  gap  in  the  coastal  strip  from  Pensam 
to  the  Foryd  where  sewerage  facilities  will  be  absent.  This  is  the 
area  between  Millers  Cottage  and  Tyn-y-Coed,  Towyn,  an  area 
already  developed  by  holiday  camps.  It  would  be  most  illogical 
to  leave  this  comparatively  small  but  intensively  developed  area 
without  this  essential  service. 

The  limitations  of  the  existing  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
services  in  Llanddulas  are  apparent  in  a number  of  ways,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Consulting  Engineer's  proposals  will  soon  be 
approved.  Until  a more  modern  scheme  is  introduced  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  provide  modern  public  conveniences  near  to  the 
beach.  In  the  summer-time  the  need  tor  such  amenity  is  becoming 
increasingly  urgent.  When  any  new  public  covenience  is  being 
designed  I would  suggest  that  provision  be  made  for  hand-washing 
facilities.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  progress  with  the  conversions  to 
water  closets  in  a terrace  of  ten  houses  in  the  Llanddulas  Quarries 
area.  The  occupiers  of  these  houses  appreciate  this  modernisation 
and  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  employees  are  relieved  of  a most 
unenviable  task. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Aled  and  the  St.  Asaph  Rural  District  Councils  together 
with  the  Abergele  Urban  District  Council  employ  one  full-time 
trained  rodent  operator.  His  duties  include  routine  inspections  of 
all  premises  which  are  likely  to  become  sources  of  infestation  unless 
care  is  taken.  He  also  carries  out  treatments  of  all  local  authority 
owned  properties  including  refuse  tips  and  sewers.  A number  of 
infestations  at  privately-owned  business,  agricultural  and  residential 
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properties  are  also  treated  by  him  and  a charge  is  made  for  such 
service.  The  operator  is  reliable  and  trustworthy  and  carries  out 
his  duties  efficiently. 

FACTORIES 

Reference  to  the  statutory  return,  required  to  be  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959,  which  is  included 
in  this  Report,  shows  that  a small  number  of  inspections  of  factory 
premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  two  cases  unsuitable 
conditions  regarding  sanitary  conveniences  were  remedied. 

SHOPS  ACT  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Council  again  exercised  its  powers  under  Section  51  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1950,  to  permit  the  sale  on  eighteen  Sundays  of  the 
articles  referred  to  in  the  Seventh  Schedule  to  the  Act.  This  power 
is  given  to  local  authorities  whose  area  is  a holiday  resort.  Two 
Orders  were  made,  one  relating  to  the  retail  sale  of  fried  fish  and 
chips  which  applied  to  the  whole  area.  The  second  order  was  res- 
tricted in  the  area  of  its  application  to  the  coastal  part  of  our  d>s- 
trict.  This  was  because  an  insufficient  number  of  shopkeep>ers  in 
the  Abergele  town  were  in  favour  of  the  making  of  such  an  order 
and  under  such  circumstances  the  Council  had  no  power  to  act. 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  ais  two,  three 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT.  OUTWORK. 
(Sections  110  and  HI) 

No  person  was  on  the  Register  of  Outworkers. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  together  with  the  Slaughter- 
house (Reports)  Direction,  1959,  required  the  submission  by  the 
Council  before  the  2nd  November,  1960,  of  a Repvort  on  the 
slaughtering  facilities  in  the  area  together  with  details  regarding 
slaughterhouses  which  did  not  comply  with  all  the  provisions  of  the 
Hygiene  and  Cruelty  Regulations. 

There  is  only  one  Slaughterhouse  in  the  urban  area  and  this  is 
privately  owned.  The  protracted  negotiations  regarding  the  lease 
of  the  premises  were  finally  concluded.  As  required  by  the  Direc- 
tion, on  the  13th  October  a consultative  meeting  was  held  to  which 
were  invited  all  the  interested  parties.  The  Council’s  Report  dated 
the  27th  October,  1960,  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  and  Food,  and  the  statutory  notice  of  its  submission 
was  published  in  three  local  newspapers.  Subsequent  to  its  sub- 
mission, difficulties  have  arisen  regarding  the  construction  of  the 
lairs  in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  Regulation  3 (c)  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations.  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  report  we  are  awaiting  observations  from  the 
Ministry  on  the  point  at  issue. 

During  the  year  a total  of  eleven  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four  animrjs  passed  through  the  slaughterhouse  and  all  car- 
cases were  examined  before  removal  to  retail  shops.  The  table 
which  appears  later  in  this  report  shows  how  small  is  the  percentage 
of  carcases  found  to  be  diseased.  Not  a single  case  of  localised 
tuberculosis  was  found  in  cattle  and  only  nineteen  localised  lesions 
in  pigs.  This  very  satisfactory  position  with  regard  to  the  absence 
of  tubercular  infections  is  a tribute  to  the  achievements  of  the 
Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  and  the  veterinary  profes- 
sion with,  of  course,  the  co-operation  of  the  farmers,  in  their  efforts 
to  eradicate  this  disease.  Once  again,  in  the  cattle  the  commonest 
localised  diseased  condition  was  distomatosis,  or  liver  fluke.  The 
percentage  of  livers  with  this  conidtion  was  however  reduced  from 
fifty  per  cent,  in  1959  to  thirty  per  cent,  in  1960. 

The  milk  supply  continues  to  attain  the  high  standard  expected 
by  the  public.  Nineteen  samples  of  milk  were  collected,  made  up 
of  eight  pasteurised,  two  sterilised  and  nine  tuberculin  tested,  and 
all  were  found  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests.  The  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October,  1960,  and  from  the  1st  January,  1961,  the  duty  of  issuing 
dealer’s  licences  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council  as  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority. 

During  the  summer  season,  twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  collected  and  submitted  for  examination  for  bacteriological 
cleanliness.  As  the  following  table  shows  the  results  were  good  : 
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Grade  1 22  samples 

Grade  2 1 sample 

Grade  3 1 sample 

Grade  4 Nil 

The  quantity  of  water  in  the  Glyn  Lws  reservoir  again  fell 
during  the  summer  period  to  a level  which  necessitated  restrictions 
being  placed  on  its  use.  The  position  was  however  very  consider- 
ably eased  by  the  laying  of  a pipe  connecting  the  Rhyl  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council’s  water  main  with  the  Glyn  Lws  water  main.  In  addi- 
tion water  for  drinking  purposes  was  conveyed  to  a part  of  the  area 
of  Llanddulas  and  Rhydyfoel.  Sixty -six  samples  of  the  Glyn  Lws 
water  supply  were  collected  and  delivered  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  only  samples  which  did  not  reach  the  Ministry’s 
classihcation  of  Class  1 were  those  taken  when  the  level  of  water  in 
the  reservoir  was  very  low.  Four  samples  of  water  taken  from  the 
Rhyl  Urban  District  Council  supply  were  found  to  be  Class  1. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 


Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  

792 

43 

179 

9197 

1253 

— 

Number  inspected  

792 

43 

179 

9197 

1253 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber, 
culosts  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Nil 

Nil 

6 

24 

NU 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

271 

27 

1 

2 

6 

- - 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysti- 
cerci   

35% 

63% 

4% 

0.3% 

0.5% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  con- 
demned   

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.5% 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

NU 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 

BEEF  : ... 


(a)  Complete  Carcases NIL 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

271  Oxen — Non-Tubercular  Diseases 3352  lbs. 

27  Cows — Non-Tubercular  Diseases  324  lbs. 

PORK  ; 

(a)  Complete  Carcases NIL 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

19  parts — Localised  Tuberculosis 306  lbs. 

6 parts — Other  Diseases 18  lbs. 

VEAL  : 

6 Complete  Calf  Carcases 398  lbs. 

1 Part  Carcase  10  lbs. 

(All  Non-Tubercular  Disease) 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB  : 

24  Complete  Sheep  Carcases 786  lbs. 

2 Part  Carcases  and  Organs 10  lbs. 

(All  Non-Tubercular  Condition) 

Total  Weight  Condemned 2 tons,  6 cwts.,  1 qr.,  24  lbs. 


OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Canned  Fish 11  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit 460  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables 334  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 101  lbs. 

Canned  Meat 259  lbs. 

Canned  Soup 101  lbs. 

Puddings 61  lbs. 

Bacon 91  lbs. 

Tongues 98  lbs. 

Frozen  Foods 69  lbs. 


14  cwt.  17  lbs. 


Total  Weight  Condemned 
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REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE 


The  task  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  continues  to  grow. 
Considerable  residential  development  is  taking  place  in  a number  of 
places  in  the  urban  area  and  the  holiday  population  is  still  on  the 
increase.  With  a resident  population  of  about  eight  thousand  and 
a peak  summer  population  of  about  forty-eight  thousand  the  diffi- 
culty of  maintaining  a service  which  is  satisfactory  to  all  parties 
will,  I am  sure,  be  readily  appreciated. 

During  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  a proposal  to  buy  a 
larger  refuse  collection  vehicle  of  the  “ compression  ” type  and  a 
number  of  vehicles  were  inspected. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  from  most  properties. 
There  is  a comparatively  small  number  of  properties,  served  by  in- 
different roadways,  where  collection  is  made  once  a fortnight.  Waste 
paper  and  fibreboard  cartons,  rags  and  scrap  metals,  are  collected 
at  the  same  time  as  the  refuse,  and  during  the  year  the  gross  income 
from  the  sale  of  these  articles  amounted  to  £784/15/8,  made  up 
as  follows  ; 


Type 

Tons 

Cwts  Qrs. 

£ 

S 

d 

Paper  and  Fibreboard  .. 

. . . . 92 

1 

3 

746 

2 

1 

Metals 

. ...  3 

16 

3 

15 

19 

4 

Rags,  etc 

. ...  2 

16 

3 

22 

14 

3 

Totals 

. ...  98 

15 

1 

784 

15 

8 

This  is  a reduction 

of  about 

£240 

when  compared  with 

the 

previous  3^ear.  During  the  last  quarter  of  the  financial  year  a con- 
siderable stock  of  baled  waste  paper  and  fibreboard  was  being  held 
over  and  the  effect  of  this  should  be  shown  during  the  next  financial 
year. 

The  refuse  disposal  site  is  on  foreshore  land  near  to  Beach 
House,  Llanddulas.  The  only  favourable  factor  about  its  situation 
is  the  remoteness  from  dwelling  houses.  There  are  numerous 
adverse  factors  regarding  this  site,  the  chief  one  being  the  fact  that 
it  cannot  be  fenced  off  and  consequently  it  is  subject  to  much  inter- 
ference. 

A new  Bristol  “ Digloader  ” was  acquired  for  use  on  the  refuse 
tip  and  this  has  proved  to  be  a very  useful  machine.  Three  small 
outbreaks  of  fire  occurred  which  were  promptly  dealt  with  and 
caused  only  a little  inconvenience. 

For  some  considerable  time  the  need  for  a more  suitable  site  for 
refuse  disposal  has  been  receiving  the  Council’s  attention  and  more 
particularly  the  attention  of  a special  Sub-Committee.  It  was  finally 
decided  to  apply  for  planning  permission  for  a site  near  Clwyd 
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Bank,  Kinmel  Bay.  As  was  anticipated,  objections  were  made  by 
persons  who  had  an  interest  in  the  site  and  in  adjoining  areas  of 
land.  On  the  31st  May  a meeting  was  held  in  the  Council  Chamber 
when  the  matter  was  discussed  with  the  objectors  and  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  Planning  Authority.  In  November  the  Planning 
Authority  issued  a refusal  of  the  Council’s  application,  after  previ- 
ously seeking  to  impose  conditions  on  a consent  which  would  have 
been  quite  impracticable  to  meet.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
Report  we  are  awaiting  the  enquiry  regarding  the  Council’s  appeal 
against  the  planning  refusal. 

Because  of  the  unusual  circumstances  affecting  our  area,  the 
supervision  of  this  essential  service  is  an  onerous  and  unenviable 
duty. 


J.  H.  WILLIAMS  (PRINTERS)  LTD.,  ABBRORLE 


